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Press release

2012.02.14

For Immediate Release

RE: Except Integrated Sustainability has submitted Polydome, a systemic sustainable agriculture solution, to the Buckminster Fuller Challenge and is in the running for the $100,000 prize.

Rotterdam, the Netherlands, February 14th, 2012 – Except Integrated Sustainability is proud to announce that the Buckminster Fuller Idea Index 1.0 will publish Polydome, a greenhouse design paradigm that maximizes food output and eliminates environmental impacts from agriculture with an ecosystem of plants, animals, and fungi, on Tuesday, February 14, 2012 (http://challenge.bfi.org/ideaindex). 

We are thrilled to be in the Buckminster Fuller Challenge, an annual international prize that supports the development and implementation of a project that has significant potential to solve humanity’s most pressing problems with a $100,000 award. The jury brings together influential design science leaders and Metropolis Magazine named it "Socially-Responsible Design's Highest Award."

“The Buckminster Fuller Challenge has inspired us since it began. Except's core mission is to develop systemic solutions for a sustainable future, and is perfectly aligned with the goal of the Challenge,” according to Eva Gladek, the Polydome project lead.

About Polydome

Polydome can help secure access to a just and equitable food system for the world's growing population by generating high yields, connecting biophysical and social flows, and creating meaningful jobs. It can produce diverse, climate and energy neutral food for a large population and is ideal for high-quality urban food production. The project presents a realistic and investible answer to the world's need for sustainable food production. Polydome is more than a vision for sustainable agriculture: it envisions how agriculture fits into sustainable societies.

More information and a short video on the Polydome project are available on the Except website: http://www.except.nl/consult/polydome/index.html.

Process of the Challenge

We expect to be a serious contender for the award and winning the Challenge would be a tremendous honor. We are excited about joining a network that advances whole systems thinking and design to develop the kind of high impact global solutions society needs. Should Polydome win, we plan to leverage the $100,000 prize to work with our partners in the Netherlands and the United States to launch the first Polydome pilot facility and prepare the project for commercial development.

We encourage all of those interested in our work to participate in our project by joining BFI’s online community and submitting your comments on our page (http://challenge.bfi.org/application_summary/3227#). 

We are proud to be affiliated with the Challenge. Stay tuned for the semi-finals and finals!
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